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a.. , • The „ MA *t! N< i5*Ir ofthis communi ^tion appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
SiSSKil 9 allo ^ bie ', p R° SE K PUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
NOTICE OF ATmwLTiw^MnT 0 ! ?^mx«?JS° L " 85) 0r ° ther a PP r °P riate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
ft N ° T C *°Z ^ ^ IT I lS ^° 7 A r GRA o T ° F PATENT R,GHTS - This a PP |icati on is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . [X] This communication is responsive to Amendment filed on Novembers 2003 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are US. 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

hfini? 3 ? h , aS ™EE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" ofthis communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

nNFORMf | U p™t T L bG submitted Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. El CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) H including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Mchshrit" 111018 SUCh 35 app,ication number < see 37 CFR 1 - 84 < c » should be wri «en on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 

LS D A P0S,T ? F 8nd/0r FORMAT I ON about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiners comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attach ment(s) 

1 □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

3D Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

5D Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. . 

7Q Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



2\2 Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4Q Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

Examiner's Amendment/Comment 
8S Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9D0,her ' ihMm^w, 

Minh-Chau T. Pham ^ 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 1724 
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Drawings 

1 . Color photographs and color drawings are acceptable only for examination 
purposes unless a petition filed under 37 CFR 1 .84(a)(2) is granted permitting their use 
as acceptable drawings. In the event that applicant wishes to use the drawings 
currently on file as acceptable drawings, a petition must be filed for acceptance of the 
color photographs or color drawings as acceptable drawings. Any such petition must be 
accompanied by the appropriate fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(h), three sets of color 
drawings or color photographs, as appropriate, and an amendment to the first 
paragraph of the brief description of the drawings section of the specification which 
states: 

The patent or application file contains at least one drawing executed in color. Copies of this patent or 
patent application publication with color drawing(s) will be provided by the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office upon request and payment of the necessary fee. 

Color photographs will be accepted if the conditions for accepting color drawings 
have been satisfied. 

2. The drawings are objected to because the photographs of the drawings are too 
dark and the details of the drawings cannot easily viewed. A proposed drawing 
correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-3 allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: None of the 
prior arts discloses a slider element securely and non-detachably attached to the 
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raceway element during the assembly process by retention bands of collar blank 
material and means for severing the retention bands and separating the slider element 
from the middle panel. 

4. Claims 4-6 allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: None of the 
prior arts discloses a method of making a user closable collar for a vacuum cleaner bag 
comprising the step of cutting through one of the panels and retention bands of collar 
material whereby the slider element is freed from the middle panel and in a closed 
position the aperture of the slider element and the apertures of the outer panels are in 
alignment and the apertures of the first and second outer panels are occluded by the 
slider when the user operates the slider element to an open position. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh-Chau T. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 
272-11 63. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon/Tues/Thur/Fri 7:00 am - 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 56. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
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872-9310 for regular communications and (703) 872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0987. 




Minh-Chau Pham 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 1724 



January 12, 2004 



